Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for SB 440

By the Committee on Environnmental Preservation; and Senator

Dockery

592-1775-05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to water supply policy,
3 pl anni ng, and production; creating part VII of
4 ch. 373, F.S., relating to water supply policy,
5 pl anni ng, and production; creating s. 373.701
6 F.S.; providing a declaration of policy;
7 creating s. 373.703, F.S.; providing
8 definitions; creating s. 373.705, F.S.
9 providing for the powers and duties of water
10 managenment di strict governing boards; creating
11 s. 373.707, F.S.; requiring the Departnent of
12 Envi ronnental Protection to develop the Florida
13 wat er supply plan; providing conponents of the
14 pl an; requiring water managenent district
15 governi ng boards to devel op water supply plans
16 for their respective regions; providing
17 conmponents of district water supply plans;
18 creating s. 373.709, F.S.; providing
19 | egislative findings and intent with respect to
20 wat er resource devel opnment and water supply
21 devel opnent; requiring water managenent
22 districts to fund and inplenment water resource
23 devel opnent; specifying water supply
24 devel opnent projects that are eligible to
25 receive priority consideration for state or
26 wat er managenent district funding assistance;
27 creating s. 373.711, F.S.; providing
28 | egislative findings and intent with respect to
29 alternative water supplies; requiring the
30 governi ng boards of the water nanagenent
31 districts where water resource caution areas
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1 have been designated to include in their annua
2 budgets an amount for the devel opnent of

3 alternative water supply systens; providing

4 funding priority for projects; providing that
5 governi ng boards are encouraged to establish

6 revol ving | oan funds; providing requirenments

7 with respect to such revolving | oan funds;

8 providing legislative intent with respect to

9 t he devel opnent of rate structures by the

10 appropriate rate-setting authorities for al

11 wat er, wastewater, and reclained water and

12 other alternative water supply utilities in the
13 service area of a funded utility; specifying
14 i nt ended purposes of such rate structures;

15 provi ding that funding assi stance provi ded by
16 the water managenent districts for a water

17 reuse system project may include specified

18 grant or | oan conditions; providing

19 requirenents for eligibility for funding of
20 projects; requiring specified witten notice;
21 provi ding for application of revenues;
22 requiring governing boards to nake witten
23 gui delines for disbursal of revenues avail able
24 annual l'y; providing conponents of such
25 gui delines; requiring the governing board of
26 each wat er management district to establish an
27 alternative water supplies grants advisory
28 committee to recommend to the governing board
29 projects for funding; providing requirenments
30 with respect to revenues nade avail abl e
31 annual ly; defining "alternative water
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1 suppl i es"; providing that provisions governing
2 alternative water supplies are not subject to
3 the rul emaki ng requirenments of the

4 Admi nistrative Procedures Act; requiring water
5 managenment districts to submit annual reports
6 accounting for the disbursal of all budget

7 anounts; requiring the Florida Public Service
8 Commi ssion to allow entities under its

9 jurisdiction constructing alternative water

10 supply facilities to recover specified costs
11 through their rate structure; providing that
12 every conponent of an alternative water supply
13 facility constructed by an investor-owned

14 utility shall be recovered in current rates;
15 creating s. 373.713, F.S.; requiring a water
16 managenment district governing board to conduct
17 wat er supply planning for each region

18 identified in the district water supply plan
19 provi di ng procedures and requirenents with
20 respect to regional water supply plans;
21 providing for joint devel opnment of a specified
22 wat er supply devel opnent conponent of a
23 regi onal water supply plan within the
24 boundari es of the Southwest Florida Water
25 Management District; providing that approval of
26 a regional water supply plan is not subject to
27 the rul emaki ng requirenments of the
28 Admi nistrative Procedures Act; requiring the
29 departnment to subnmit annual reports on the
30 status of regional water supply planning in
31 each district; providing construction with
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1 respect to the water supply devel opnent

2 conmponent of a district water nanagenent plan
3 creating s. 373.715, F.S.; requiring the water
4 managenment districts to assist |oca

5 governnments in the devel opnent and future

6 revi sion of |ocal governnment conprehensive plan
7 el enments or public facilities reports related
8 to water resource issues; requiring each water
9 managenment district to prepare and provide

10 information and data to assist |oca

11 governments in the preparation and

12 i mpl ementation of |ocal governnent

13 conprehensive plans or public facilities

14 reports; creating s. 373.717, F.S.; providing
15 for the creation of regional water supply

16 authorities; providing purpose of such

17 authorities; specifying considerations with
18 respect to the creation of a proposed

19 authority; specifying authority of a regiona
20 wat er supply authority; providing authority of
21 specified entities to convey title, dedicate
22 I and, or grant |and-use rights to a regiona
23 wat er supply authority for specified purposes;
24 provi ding preferential rights of counties and
25 nmuni ci palities to purchase water fromregi ona
26 wat er supply authorities; providing exenption
27 for specified water supply authorities from
28 consi deration of certain factors and
29 submi ssions; providing applicability of such
30 exenptions; creating s. 373.719, F.S.
31 authorizing the West Coast Regi onal Water
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1 Supply Authority and its nmenber governments to
2 reconstitute the authority's governance and

3 renanme the authority under a voluntary

4 interlocal agreenent; providing conpliance

5 requirenents with respect to the interloca

6 agreenent; providing for supersession of

7 conflicting general or special |laws; providing
8 requi renents with respect to annual budgets;

9 speci fying the annual nillage for the

10 authority; authorizing the authority to request
11 t he governing board of the district to levy ad
12 val orem taxes within the boundaries of the

13 authority to finance authority functions;

14 provi di ng requi renents and procedures with

15 respect to the collection of such taxes;

16 anmendi ng ss. 120.52, 163.3167, 163.3177

17 163. 3191, 186.009, 189.404, 189.4155, 189.4156
18 and 367.021, F.S.; conform ng cross-references;
19 anmending s. 373.019, F.S.; revising
20 definitions; anmending ss. 373.0421, 373.0695,
21 373.223, 373.2234, 373.229, 373.421, 373.536
22 373.59, 378.212, 378.404, 403.031, 403.813
23 403. 0891, 556.102, 682.02, F.S.; conformng
24 cross-references; repealing s. 373.036, F.S.
25 relating to Florida water and district water
26 managenment plans; repealing s. 373.0361, F.S.
27 relating to regional water supply planning
28 repealing s. 373.0391, F.S., relating to
29 techni cal assistance to | ocal governnents;
30 repealing s. 373.0831, F.S., relating to water
31 resource and water supply devel opment;
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1 repealing s. 373.196, F.S., relating to

2 | egi slative findings; repealing s. 373.1961

3 F.S., relating to water production; repealing

4 s. 373.1962, F.S., relating to regional water

5 supply authorities; repealing s. 373.1963,

6 F.S., relating to assistance to the Wst Coast

7 Regi onal Water Supply Authority; providing an

8 effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Part VII of chapter 373, Florida Statutes,
13| consisting of sections 373.701, 373.703, 373.705, 373.707,

14| 373.709, 373.711, 373.713, 373.715, 373.717, and 373.719, is
15| created to read:

16 PART VI |

17 WATER SUPPLY POLICY, PLANNI NG,__AND PRODUCTI ON

18 373.701 Declaration of policy.--1t is declared to be
19| the policy of the Legislature that:

20 (1) Wiater constitutes a public resource benefiting the
21| entire state.

22 (2) The availability of sufficient water for al

23| existing and future reasonabl e-beneficial uses and natura

24| systens shall be pronoted.

25 (3) Water supply planning and production in the state
26| be conducted on a state and regional basis.

27 (4) There is a need to allocate water throughout the
28| state so as to neet all reasonabl e-beneficial uses. However,
29| the Legislature acknow edges that such allocations have in the
30| past adversely affected the water resources of certain areas
31| in this state. To protect such water resources and to neet the
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current and future needs of those areas wi th abundant water

the Legislature directs the departnment and the water

managenent _districts to encourage the use of water from

sources nearest the area of use or application whenever

practicable. Such sources shall include all naturally

occurring water sources and all alternative water sources,

including, but not limted to, desalination, conservation

reuse of nonpotable reclained water and stormmvater, and

aqui fer storage and recovery.

(5) 1In establishing the policy outlined in subsection

(4), the Legislature realizes that under certain circunstances

the need to transport water from di stant sources may be

necessary for environnental ., technical, or econom Cc reasons.

(6) Cooperative efforts between nunicipalities,

counties, water managenent districts, and the Departnent of

Environnental Protection are nandatory in order to neet the

wat er needs of rapidly urbanizing areas in _a manner that wll

supply adequate and dependabl e supplies of water where needed

wi thout resulting in adverse effects upon the areas from

whence such water is withdrawn. Such efforts should use al

practical neans of obtaining water, including, but not linted

to, withdrawals of surface water and groundwater, recycling of

waste water, and desalinization, and will necessitate not only

cooperation but also well-coordinated activities.

(7)  Municipalities and counties are encouraged to

create reqgional water supply authorities as authorized herein.

It is further the intent that nunicipalities, counties, and

regi onal water supply authorities are to have the primary

responsibility for water supply, and water managenent

districts and their basin boards are to engage only in those

functions that are incidental to the exercise of their flood
7
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control and water managenent powers or that are related to

wat er _resource devel opnent pursuant to s. 373.709.

(8) Nothing herein shall be construed to preclude the

various nunicipalities and counties fromcontinuing to operate

existing water production and transnission facilities or to

enter into cooperative agreenents with other nunicipalities

and counties for the purpose of neeting their respective needs

for dependable and adequate supplies of water, provided the

obt ai ni ng of water through such operations shall not be done

in a manner _which results in adverse effects upon the areas

from whence such water is w thdrawn.

373.703 Definitions.--Wen appearing in this chapter

or in any rule, regulation, or order adopted pursuant thereto,

the followi ng words shall, unless the context clearly

i ndi cates ot herwi se, nean:

(1) "District water supply plan" neans the regiona

wat er_resource plan devel oped by a governing board under_s.

373. 707.

(2) "Florida water supply plan" neans the state-1leve

wat er resource plan devel oped by the departnent under s.

373. 707.

(3) "Regional water supply plan" neans a detailed

wat er _supply plan devel oped by a governing board under_s.

373. 713.

(4) "Water resource devel opnent” neans the fornulation

and i npl enentation of regional water resource nanagenent

strategies, including the collection and evaluation of surface

wat er _and groundwat er _data; structural and nonstructura

prograns to protect and nanage water resources; the

devel opnent _of regional water resource inplenentation

prograns; the construction, operation, and nmintenance of
8
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1| major public works facilities to provide for surface and

2| underground water storage, and groundwater recharge

3| augnentation; and related technical assistance to |ocal

4| governnents and to governnment-owned and privately owned water
5[ utilities.

6 (5) "Water supply devel opment” neans the pl anning,

7| design, construction, operation, and maintenance of public or
8| private facilities for water collection, production,

9| treatment, transmission, or distribution for sale, resale, or
10| end use.

11 373.705 Powers and duties.--1n the performance of, and
12| in conjunction with, its other powers and duties, the

13| governing board of a water managenent district existing

14| pursuant to this chapter:

15 (1) Shall engage in planning to assist counties,

16| municipalities, private utilities, or regional water supply
17| authorities in nmeeting water supply needs in such manner as
18| will give priority to encouraging conservation and reducing
19| adverse environnmental effects of inproper or excessive

20| withdrawals of water from concentrated areas. As used in this
21| section, regional water supply authorities are regional water
22| authorities created under s. 373.717 or other laws of this

23| state.

24 (2) Shall assist counties, nunicipalities, private

25| utilities, or water supply authorities in neeting water supply
26| needs in such manner as will give priority to encouraging

27| conservation and reducing adverse environnental effects of

28| inproper or excessive withdrawals of water from concentrated
29| areas.

30 (3) My establish, design, construct, operate, and

31| maintain water production and transnission facilities for the

9
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pur pose of supplying water to counties, nunicipalities,

private utilities, or regional water supply authorities. The

pernmit required by part Il for a water managenent district

engaged in water production and transm ssion shall be granted,

deni ed, or granted with conditions by the departnment.

(4) Shall not engage in |ocal distribution.

(5) Shall not deprive, directly or indirectly, any

county wherein water is withdrawn of the prior right to the

reasonabl e and beneficial use of water that is required to

supply adequately the reasonabl e and beneficial needs of the

county or _any of the inhabitants or property owners therein.

(6) My provide water and financial assistance to

regional water supply authorities, but nmay not provide water

to counties and nunicipalities that are located within the

area of such authority without the specific approval of the

authority or, in the event of the authority's disapproval, the

approval of the Governor and Cabinet sitting as the Land and

Wat er Adj udi catory Conmi ssion. The district nmay supply water

at rates and upon terns nutually agreed to by the parties or

if they do not agree, as set by the governing board and

specifically approved by the Governor and Cabinet sitting as

the Land and Water Adjudicatory Conmi ssion.

(7) May acquire title to such interest as i s necessary

in real property, by purchase, qgift, devise, |lease, em nent

domain, or otherwi se, for water production and transn ssion

consistent with this section. However, the district shall not

use any of the em nent dommin powers herein granted to acquire

water and water rights already devoted to reasonable and

beneficial use or any water production or transm ssion

facilities owned by any county, nunicipality, or regiona

wat er _supply authority. The district nay exercise em nent
10
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1| domain powers outside its district boundaries for the

2| acquisition of punpage facilities, storage areas, transni ssion
3| facilities, and the normal appurtenances thereto, provided

4| that at least 45 days prior to the exercise of eninent donmmin,
5| the district notifies the district where the property is

6| located after public notice and the district where the

7| property is located does not object within 45 days after

8| notification of such exercise of eminent domain authority.

9 (8) In addition to the power to issue revenue bonds

10| pursuant to s. 373.584, may issue revenue bonds for the

11| purposes of paying the costs and expenses incurred in carrying
12| out the purposes of this part or refunding obligations of the
13| district issued pursuant to this section. Such revenue bonds
14| shall be secured by, and be payable from revenues derived

15| fromthe operation, |ease, or use of its water production and
16| transmission facilities and other water-related facilities and
17| fromthe sale of water or services relating thereto. Such

18| revenue bonds may not be secured by, or be payable from

19| noneys derived by the district fromthe Water Managenent Lands
20| Trust Fund or from ad valoremtaxes received by the district.
21| Al provisions of s. 373.584 relating to the issuance of

22| revenue bonds which are not inconsistent with this section

23| shall apply to the issuance of revenue bonds pursuant to this
24| section. The district may also issue bond anticipation notes
25| in accordance with the provisions of s. 373.584.

26 (9) My join with one or nore other water nmnagenent

27| districts, counties, nunicipalities, private utilities, or

28| regional water supply authorities for the purpose of carrying
29| out any of its powers, and may contract with such other

30| entities to finance acquisitions, construction, operation, and
31| mmintenance. The contract may provide for contributions to be

11
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nade by each party thereto for the division and apportionnent

of the expenses of acquisitions, construction, operation, and

nai nt enance, and for the division and apportionnent of the

benefits, services, and products therefrom The contracts may

contain other covenants and agreenents necessary and

appropriate to acconplish their purposes.

373.707 Florida water supply plan; district water

supply plans.--

(1) In cooperation with the water nmanagenent

districts, regional water supply authorities, and others, the

departnent shall develop the Florida water supply plan. The

Florida water supply plan shall include, but not be |limted

to:

(a) The programs _and activities of the departnent

related to water supply.

(b) The district water supply plans.

(c) Goals, objectives, and quidance for the

devel opnent and review of programs, rules, and plans relating

to water supply based on statutory policies and directives.

(2)(a) Each governing board shall develop a district

wat er _supply plan for its region. The district water supply

plan shall be based on at | east a 20-year planni ng peri od;

shal |l be devel oped and revised in cooperation with other

agencies, regional water supply authorities, units of

governnent, and interested parties; and shall be updated at

| east once every 5 years. The governing board shall hold a

public hearing at | east 30 days in advance of conpleting the

devel opnent _or revision of the district water supply plan

(b) The district water supply plan shall include, but

not be limted to:

12
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1. The scientific nmethodol ogies for establishing

mnimum flows and | evels under s. 373.042, and all established

m ni num fl ows and | evel s.

2. Identification of one or nore water supply planning

regions that singly or together enconpass the entire district.

3. Technical data and information prepared under_ ss.

373. 715 and 373. 0395.

4. A districtwide water supply assessnent, which

determ nes for each water supply planning region:

a. FExisting |l egal uses, reasonably anticipated future

needs, and existing and reasonably anticipated sources of

wat er _and conservation efforts; and

b. Whether existing and reasonably antici pated sources

of water and conservation efforts are adequate to supply water

for all existing | egal uses and reasonably anticipated future

needs and to sustain the water resources and related natura

systens.
5. Any conpleted reqgional water supply plans prepared

pursuant to s. 373.713.

(c) |If necessary for inplenentation, the governing

board shall adopt by rule or order relevant portions of the

district water supply plan, to the extent of its statutory

authority.
(d) In the fornmulation of the district water supply

plan, the governing board shall give due consideration to:

1. The attainnment of maxi mum reasonabl e-beneficial use

of water resources.

2.  The maxi num econom c _devel opnent of the water

resources consistent with other uses.

13
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3. The nmmnagenent of water resources for such purposes

as environnental protection, drainage, flood control, and

wat er st orage.

4. The guantity of water available for application to

a_reasonabl e- beneficial use.

5. The prevention of wasteful, uneconom cal

inpractical, or unreasonable uses of water resources.

6. Presently exercised donestic use and pernmit rights.

7. The state water resources policy as expressed by

this chapter.

(3) The departnent and governing board shall give

careful consideration to the requirenents of public recreation

and to the protection and procreation of fish and wildlife.

The departnent or governing board nmay prohibit or restrict

other future uses on certain designated bodies of water which

may be inconsistent with these objectives.

(4) The governing board nmay designate certain uses in

connection with a particular source of supply which, because

of the nature of the activity or the ampunt of water required,

woul d constitute an undesirable use for which the governing

board may deny a permt.

(5) The governing board nmay designate certain uses in

connection with a particular source of supply which, because

of the nature of the activity or the ampunt of water required,

would result in an enhancenent or inprovenent of the water

resources of the area. Such uses shall be preferred over other

uses in the event of conpeting applications under the

pernmitting systens authorized by this chapter

(6) The departnent, in cooperation with the Executive

Ofice of the Governor or its successor agency, may add to the

Florida water supply plan any other information, directions,
14
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or objectives it deens necessary or desirable for the quidance

of the governing boards or other agencies in the

adnm nistration and enforcement of this chapter.

373.709 Water resource devel opnent; water supply

devel opnent . - -

(1) The Legislature finds that:

(a) The proper role of the water managenent districts

in water supply is primarily planning and water resource

devel opnent, but this does not preclude them from providing

assistance with water supply devel opnent.

(b) The proper role of local governnent., regiona

water supply authorities, and government-owned and privately

owned water utilities in water supply is primarily water

supply devel opnent, but this does not preclude them from

provi ding assistance with water resource devel opment.

(c) Water resource devel opnent and water supply

devel opnent _nust receive priority attention, where needed, to

increase the availability of sufficient water for all existing

and future reasonabl e-beneficial uses and natural systens.

(2) 1t is the intent of the Leqgislature that:

(a) Sufficient water be available for all existing and

future reasonabl e-beneficial uses and the natural systens, and

that the adverse effects of conpetition for water supplies be

avoi ded.

(b) Water managenent districts take the lead in

identifying and inplenenting water resource devel opnent

projects, and be responsible for securing necessary funding

for regionally significant water resource devel opnent

projects.
(c) Local governnents, regional water supply

aut horities, and governnent-owned and privately owned water
15
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utilities take the lead in securing funds for and inplenenting

wat er supply devel opnent projects. Generally, direct

beneficiaries of water supply devel opnent projects should pay

the costs of the projects fromwhich they benefit, and water

supply devel opnent projects should continue to be paid for

t hrough | ocal funding sources.

(d) Water supply devel opnent be conducted in

coordination with water nmanagenent district regional water

supply planning and water resource devel opnent.

(3) The water managenent districts shall fund and

i npl emrent wat er resource devel opnent as defined in s. 373.703.

The water nmnagenent districts are encouraged to inpl enment

wat er _resource devel opnent _as expeditiously as possible in

areas subject to regional water supply plans. Each governing

board shall include in its annual budget the ampunt needed for

the fiscal vear to inplenent water resource devel opnent

projects, as prioritized in its regional water supply plans

(4)(a) Water supply devel opnent projects that are

consistent with the relevant regional water supply plans and

neet _one or nore of the following criteria shall receive

priority consideration for state or water managenent district

fundi ng_assi st ance:

1. The project supports establishnent of a dependabl e,

sust ai nabl e supply of water which is not otherwi se financially

f easi bl e;

2. The project provides substantial environnenta

benefits by preventing or limting adverse water resource

i npacts, but requires funding assistance to be economically

conpetitive with other options; or

16
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1 3. The project significantly inplenments reuse,

2| storage, recharge, or conservation of water in a manner that

3| contributes to the sustainability of reqgional water sources.

4 (b) Water supply devel opment projects that nmeet the

5| criteria in paragraph (a) and also bring about replacenent of

6| existing sources in order to help inplement a nininmumflow or

7| lLevel shall be given first consideration for state or water

8| managenent district funding assistance.

9 (c) If a proposed alternative water supply devel opnent
10| project is identified in the relevant approved regional water
11| supply plan, the project shall receive:

12 1. A 20-year consunptive use permt, if it otherw se
13| neets the pernmit requirenments under ss. 373.223 and 373.236

14| and rules adopted thereunder

15 2. Consideration for priority funding pursuant to s.
16| 373.711 if the project nmeets one of the criteria in this

17| subsecti on.

18 373.711 Alternative water supplies.--The Legislature
19| finds that, due to a conbination of factors, vastly increased
20| demands have been placed on natural supplies of fresh water

21| and that, absent increased devel opnent of alternative water

22| supplies, such demands may increase in the future. The

23| Legislature also finds that potential exists in the state for
24| the production of significant guantities of alternative water
25| supplies, including reclained water, and that water production
26| includes the devel opnent of alternative water supplies,

27| including reclainmed water, for appropriate uses. It is the

28| intent of the Legislature that utilities develop reclained

29| water systens, where reclained water is the nost appropriate
30| alternative water supply option, to deliver reclained water to
31| as many users as possible through the nost cost-effective

17
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neans, and to construct reclained water system.infrastructure

to their owned or operated properties and facilities where

they have reclamation capability. It is also the intent of the

Legislature that the water nmanagenent districts that |levy ad

valoremtaxes for water nmanagenent purposes should share a

percentage of those tax revenues with water providers and

users, including local governnents: water, wastewater, and

reuse utilities; municipal, industrial, and agricultural water

users; and other public and private water users, to be used to

suppl ement ot her fundi ng sources in the devel opnent of

alternative water supplies. The Legislature finds that public

noneys or services provided to private entities for such uses

constitute public purposes that are in the public interest. In

order to further the devel opnent and use of alternative water

supply systens, including reclained water systens, the

Leqgi sl ature provides the foll ow ng:

(1) The governing boards of the water managenent

districts where water resource caution areas have been

desi gnated shall include in their annual budgets an anount for

t he devel opnent of alternative water supply systens, including

reclai ned water systens, pursuant to the requirenents of this

subsection. Beginning in 1996, such anpunts shall be nnde

avai l able to water providers and users no |ater than Decenber

31 of each year, through grants, matching grants, revolving

loans, or the use of district |lands or facilities pursuant to

the requirements of this subsection and quidelines established

by the districts. In making grants or loans, funding priority

nmust be given to projects in accordance with s. 373.709(4).

W t hout di mi ni shing ampunts avail abl e t hrough ot her neans

described in this section, the governing boards are encouraged

to consider establishing revolving | oan funds to expand the
18
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total funds available to acconplish the objectives of this

section. A revolving loan fund created under this section nust

be a nonl apsing fund fromwhich the water managenent district

may nmeke loans with interest rates bel ow prevailing market

rates to public or private entities for the purposes described

in this section. The governing board may adopt resolutions to

establish revolving | oan funds which nust specify the details

of the administration of the fund, the procedures for applying

for loans fromthe fund, the criteria for awarding | oans from

the fund, the initial capitalization of the fund, and the

goals for future capitalization of the fund in subsequent

budget vears. Revolving |oan funds created under this section

nust be used to expand the total sums _and sources of

cooperative funding available for the devel opnent of

alternative water supplies. The Legislature does not intend

for the creation of revolving loan funds to supplant or

ot herwi se reduce existing sources or ampunts of funds

currently avail abl e through other neans.

(2) 1t is the intent of the Leqgislature that for each

reclaimed water utility, or any other utility that receives

funds pursuant to this section, the appropriate rate-setting

authorities should develop rate structures for all water

wast ewat er, and reclained water _and other alternative water

supply utilities in the service area of the funded utility,

whi ch acconplish the foll ow ng:

(a) Provide neaningful progress toward the devel opnent

and i npl enentation of alternative water supply systens,

including reclained water systens;

(b) Pronpte the conservation of fresh water w thdrawn

fromnatural systens;

19
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(c) Provide for an appropriate distribution of costs

for all water, wastewater, and alternative water supply

utilities, including reclained water utilities, anpong all of

the users of those utilities; and

(d) Prohibit rate discrinm nation within classes of

utility users.

(3) Funding assistance provided by the water

managenent _districts for a water reuse system project may

include the follow ng grant or | oan conditions for that

project if the water managenent district determ nes that such

conditions will encourage water use efficiency:

(a) Metering of reclainmed water use for the follow ng

activities: residential irrigation, agricultural irrigation

industrial uses except for electric utilities as defined in_s.

366.02(2), landscape irrigation, irrigation of other public

access areas, commercial and institutional uses such as toilet

flushing, and transfers to other reclainmed water utilities.

(b) Inplementation of reclained water rate structures

based on actual use of reclained water for the types of reuse

activities listed in paragraph (a).

(c) Inplenmentation of education prograns to informthe

public about water issues, water conservation, and the

i nportance and proper use of reclainmed water

(d) Devel opnent of |location data for key reuse

facilities.

(4 1In order to be eligible for funding pursuant to

this section, a project nmust be consistent with a |oca

governnent conprehensive plan _and the governi ng body of the

| ocal governnent nust require all appropriate new facilities

within the project's service area to connect to and use the

project's alternative water supplies. The appropriate |oca
20
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1| governnent nust provide witten notification to the

2| appropriate district that the proposed project is consistent
3| with the |ocal governnment conprehensive plan.

4 (5) Any and all revenues disbursed pursuant to this

5| section shall be applied only for the paynent of capital or

6| infrastructure costs for the construction of alternative water
7| supply systens that provide alternative water supplies.

8 (6) By January 1 of each year, the governing boards

9| shall nmake available witten guidelines for the disbursal of
10| revenues pursuant to this section. Such guidelines shal

11| include at m nimum

12 (a) An application process and a deadline for filing
13| applications annually.

14 (b) A process for determining project eligibility

15| pursuant to the requirements of paragraphs (c) and (d).

16 (c) A process and criteria for funding projects

17| pursuant to this section which cross district boundaries or
18| that serve nmore than one district.

19 (7) The governing board of each water managenent

20| district shall establish an alternative water supplies grants
21| advisory committee to recomend to the governing board

22| projects for funding pursuant to this section. The advisory
23| committee menbers shall include, but not be linited to, one or
24| nore representatives of county, mnunicipal, and investor-owned
25| private utilities, and may include, but not be limted to,

26| representatives of agricultural interests and environnenta

27| interests. Each committee nenber shall represent his or her
28| interest group as a whole and shall not represent any specific
29| entity. The committee shall apply the guidelines and project
30| eligibility criteria established by the governing board in

31| review ng proposed projects. After one or nore hearings to

21
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1| solicit public input on eligible projects, the conmittee shal
2| rank the eligible projects and shall submit themto the
3| governing board for final funding approval. The advisory
4| committee may subnit to the governing board nore projects than
5| the available grant noney would fund.
6 (8) Al revenues made available annually pursuant to
7| this section nmust be encunbered annually by the governing
8| board if it approves projects sufficient to expend the
9| available revenues. Funds nust be disbursed within 36 nonths
10| after encunbrance.
11 (9) For purposes of this section, the term
12|"alternative water supplies" are supplies of water which have
13| been reclainmed after one or nore public supply, nunicipal
14| industrial, comrercial, or agricultural uses, or are supplies
15| of stormmvater, or brackish or salt water, which have been
16| treated in accordance with applicable rules and standards
17| sufficient to supply the intended use.
18 (10) This section shall not be subject to the
19| rul emaking requirenents of chapter 120.
20 (11) By January 30 of each year, each water managenent
21| district shall submit an annual report to the Governor, the
22| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
23| Representatives which accounts for the disbursal of al
24| budgeted ampunts pursuant to this section. Such report shal
25| describe all projects funded and shall account separately for
26 | noneys provided through grants, matching grants., revolving
27| loans, and the use of district lands or facilities.
28 (12) The Florida Public Service Conmission shall allow
29| entities under its jurisdiction constructing alternative water
30| supply facilities, including, but not linited to, aquifer
31| storage and recovery wells, to recover the full, prudently

22
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1| incurred cost of such facilities through their rate structure.
2| Every conponent of an alternative water supply facility

3| constructed by an investor-owned utility shall be recovered in
4| current rates.

5 373.713 Regional water supply planning.--

6 (1) The governing board shall conduct water supply

7| planning for each water supply planning region identified in

8| the district water supply plan under s. 373.707, where it

9| deternmines that sources of water are not adequate for the

10| planning period to supply water for all existing and projected
11| reasonabl e-beneficial uses and to sustain the water resources
12| and related natural systens. The pl anning nmust be conducted in
13| an open public process and in coordination and cooperation

14| with |ocal governnments, regional water supply authorities,

15| governnent-owned and privately owned water utilities,

16| self-suppliers, and other affected and interested parties.

17| During devel opnent but prior to conpletion of the regqiona

18| water supply plan, the district nmust conduct at |east one

19| public workshop to discuss the technical data and nodeling
20| tools anticipated to be used to support the plan. A
21| determ nation by the governing board that initiation of a
22| regional water supply plan for a specific planning region is
23| not needed pursuant to this section shall be subject to s.
24| 120.569. The governing board shall reevaluate such a
25| determ nation at |east once every 5 years and shall initiate a
26| regional water supply plan, if needed, pursuant to this
27| subsection.
28 (2) Each regional water supply plan shall be based on
29| at least a 20-year planning period and shall include, but not
30| be limted to:
31
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(a) A water supply devel opnent conponent that

i ncludes:

1. A quantification of the water supply needs for al

exi sting and reasonably projected future uses within the

pl anni ng _horizon. The | evel -of-certainty planning goa

associated with identifying the water supply needs of existing

and future reasonabl e-beneficial uses shall be based upon

neeting those needs for a 1-in-10-year drought event.

Popul ati on projections used for determ ni ng public water

supply needs nust be based upon the best available data. In

determ ning the best available data, the district shal

consider the University of Florida's Bureau of Econonm ¢ and

Busi ness Research (BEBR) nedi um popul ation projections and any

popul ati on projection data and analysis subnitted by a | oca

government pursuant to the public workshop described in

subsection (1) if the data and analysis support the |oca

governnent's conprehensive plan. Any adjustnent of or

deviation fromthe BEBR projections nust be fully described,

and the original BEBR data nust be presented along with the

adj ust ed dat a.

2. A list of water source options, including

traditional and alternative source options, fromwhich |oca

governnent, governnent-owned and privately owned utilities,

self-suppliers, and others may choose, for water supply

devel opnent, the total capacity of which will, in conjunction

with water conservation and ot her demand managenent neasures,

exceed the needs identified in subparagraph 1

3. For each option listed in subparagraph 2., the

estimated ampunt of water available for use and the estinmated

costs of and potential sources of funding for water supply

devel opnent .

24
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4. A list of water supply devel opnent projects that

neet _the criteria in s. 373.709(4).

(b) A water resource devel opnent conponent that

i ncludes:

1. A listing of those water resource devel opnent

projects that support water supply devel opnent.

2. For each water resource devel opnent project |isted:

a. An estimate of the anmpunt of water to becone

avai l abl e through the project.

b. The tinetable for inplenenting or constructing the

project and the estimted costs for inplenenting, operating,

and mai ntaining the project.

c. Sources of funding and funding needs.

d. Who will inplenent the project and how it will be

i npl enent ed.

(c) The recovery and prevention strategy described in
s. 373.0421(2).

(d) A funding strateqgy for water resource devel opnent

projects, which shall be reasonable and sufficient to pay the

cost of constructing or inplenmenting all of the listed

projects.
(e) Consideration of how the options addressed in

paragraphs (a) and (b) serve the public interest or save costs

overall by preventing the |oss of natural resources or

avoi ding greater future expenditures for water resource

devel opnent or water supply devel opnent. However, unl ess

adopted by rule, these considerations do not constitute fina

agency action.

(f) The technical data and information applicable to

the planning region which are contained in the district water

25
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managenent plan _and are necessary to support the regiona

wat er supply plan.

() The nmininmumflows and |l evels established for water

resources within the planning region.

(h) Reservations of water adopted by rule pursuant to
s. 373.223(4).

(i) An analysis, developed in cooperation with the

departnent, of areas or _instances in which the variance

provisions of s. 378.212(1)(qg) or s. 378.404(9) may be used to

create water supply devel opnent or water resource devel opnent

projects.

The water supply devel opnent conponent of a regional water

supply plan which deals with or affects public utilities and

public water supply for those areas served by a regional water

supply authority and its nmenber governnents within the

boundari es of the Sout hwest Fl orida Water Managenent District

shal|l be developed jointly by the authority and the district.

(3) Governing board approval of a regional water

supply plan shall not be subject to the rul emaking

requi renents of chapter 120. However, any portion of an

approved regional water supply plan which affects the

substantial interests of a party shall be subject to s.

120. 569.

(4) Annually and in conjunction with the reporting

requirements of s. 373.536(6)(a)4., the departnent shal

submt to the Governor and the Leqgislature a report on the

status of regional water supply planning in each district. The

report shall include:

(a) A conpilation of the estimated costs of and

potential sources of funding for water resource devel opnent
26
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1| and water supply devel opment projects, as identified in the
2| water managenent district regional water supply plans.

3 (b) A description of each district's progress toward
4| achieving its water resource devel opnment objectives, as

5| directed by s. 373.709(3)., including the district's

6| inplementation of its 5-year water resource devel opnent work
7| program

8 (c) An assessnment of the overall progress being nade
9| to develop water supply that is consistent with regional water
10| supply plans to neet existing and future reasonabl e-beneficia
11| needs during a 1-in-10-year drought.

12 (5) Nothing contained in the water supply devel opnent
13| conponent of the district water managenent plan shall be

14| construed to require |ocal governnments, governnment-owned or
15| privately owned water utilities, self-suppliers, or other

16| water suppliers to select a water supply devel opnent option
17| identified in the conponent nmerely because it is identified in
18| the plan, nor may the plan be used in the review of permts
19| under part Il unless the plan, or an applicable portion

20| thereof, has been adopted by rule. However, this subsection
21| does not prohibit a water managenent district from enpl oying
22| the data or other information used to establish the plan in
23| reviewing permts under part Il, nor does it limt the

24| authority of the departnment or governing board under part I1.
25 373.715 Technical assistance to local governnents.--
26 (1) The water managenent districts shall assist |oca
27| governnents in the devel opment and future revision of |oca
28| governnent conprehensive plan elenments or public facilities
29| report as required by s. 189.415, related to water resource
30| issues.

31
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1 (2) Each water managenent district shall prepare and

2| provide information and data to assist |ocal governnents in

3| the preparation and inplenentation of their |ocal governnent

4| conprehensive plans or public facilities report as required by
5 s. 189.415, whichever is applicable. Such information and data
6| shall include, but not be linted to:

7 (a) Al information and data required in a public

8| facilities report pursuant to s. 189.415.

9 (b) A description of requlations, progranms, and

10| schedules inplenmented by the district.

11 (c) ldentification of reqgulations, prograns, and

12| schedul es undertaken or proposed by the district to further

13| the State Conprehensive Plan.

14 (d) A description of groundwater characteristics,

15| including existing and planned wellfield sites, existing and
16| anticipated cones of influence, highly productive groundwater
17| areas, aquifer recharge areas, deep well injection zones,

18| contam nated areas, an assessnent of regional water resource
19| needs and sources for the next 20 years, and water quality.
20 (e) Information reflecting the minimumflows for
21| surface watercourses to avoid harmto water resources or the
22| ecosystem and information reflecting the mni numwater |evels
23| for aquifers to avoid harmto water resources or the
24| ecosystem
25 373.717 Regional water supply authorities.--
26 (1) By agreenment between local governmental units
27| created or existing pursuant to the provisions of Art. VIII of
28| the State Constitution, pursuant to the Florida Interlocal
29| Cooperation Act of 1969, s. 163.01, and upon the approval of
30| the Secretary of Environnental Protection to ensure that such
31| agreenment will be in the public interest and conplies with the

28
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intent and purposes of this part, regional water supply

authorities may be created for the purpose of devel oping,

recovering, storing, and supplying water for county or

nmuni ci pal _purposes in such a manner _as will give priority to

reduci ng _adverse environnental effects of excessive or

i nproper withdrawals of water from concentrated areas. In

approving said agreenent, the Secretary of Environnenta

Protection shall consider, but not be linited to, the

fol |l owi ng:
(a) Wiether the geoqgraphic territory of the proposed

authority is of sufficient size and character to reduce the

environnental effects of inproper or excessive wthdrawals of

water from concentrated areas.

(b) The maxinization of econom c devel opnent of the

wat er _resources within the territory of the proposed

authority.
(c) The availability of a dependabl e and adeguate

wat er _suppl y.

(d) The ability of any proposed authority to design

construct, operate, and nmmintain water supply facilities in

the | ocations, and at the tines necessary, to ensure that an

adequate water supply will be available to all residents

within the authority.

(e) The effect or inpact of any proposed authority on

any nunicipality, county, or existing authority or

aut horities.

(f) The existing needs of the water users within the

area of the authority.

(2) In addition to other powers and duties agreed

upon, and notwi thstanding the provisions of s. 163.01, such

authority may:

29
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(a) Upon approval of the electors residing in each

county or nmunicipality within the territory to be included in

any authority, levy ad valoremtaxes, not to exceed 0.5 mll,

pursuant to s. 9(b), Art. VIl of the State Constitution. No

tax authorized by this paragraph shall be levied in any county

or nmunicipality without an affirmative vote of the electors

residing in such county or nmunicipality.

(b) Acquire water; develop, store, and transport

wat er; provide, sell, and deliver water for county or

nmuni ci pal uses and purposes; provide for the furni shing of

such water and water service upon terns and conditions and at

rates that will apportion to parties and nonparties an

equi tabl e share of the capital cost and operating expense of

the authority's work to the purchaser

(c) Collect, treat, and recover wastewater

(d)  Not engage in |local distribution.

(e) Exercise the power of em nent domain in the manner

provided by law for the condemation of private property for

public use to acquire title to such interest in real property

as is necessary to the exercise of the powers herein granted,

except water already devoted to reasonabl e and beneficial use

or _any water production or transmi ssion facilities owned by

any county or _nunicipality.

(f) Issue revenue bonds in the manner prescribed by

t he Revenue Bond Act of 1953, as anended, part | of chapter

159, to be payable solely fromfunds derived fromthe sale of

water by the authority to any county or nmunicipality. Such

bonds nmay be additionally secured by the full faith and credit

of any county or nmunicipality, as provided by s. 159.16 or by

a pledge of excise taxes, as provided by s. 159.19. For the

purpose of issuing revenue bonds, an authority shall be
30

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for SB 440
592-1775- 05

considered a "unit" as defined in s. 159.02(2) and as that

termis used in the Revenue Bond Act of 1953, as amended. Such

bonds nmay be issued to finance the cost of acquiring

properties and facilities for the production and transm ssion

of water by the authority to any county or nmunicipality, which

cost _shall include the acquisition of real property and

easenents therein for such purposes. Such bonds nmay be in the

formof refunding bonds to take up any outstandi ng bonds of

the authority or of any county or nunicipality where such

out st andi ng bonds are secured by properties and facilities for

production and transm ssion of water, which properties and

facilities are being acquired by the authority. Refunding

bonds nmay be issued to take up and refund all outstanding

bonds of said authority that are subject to call and

term nation, and all bonds of said authority that are not

subject to call or redenption, when the surrender of said

bonds can be procured fromthe holder thereof at prices

satisfactory to the authority. Such refunding bonds may be

issued at any tinme when, in the judgnent of the authority, it

will be to the best interest of the authority financially or

econom cally by securing a lower rate of interest on said

bonds or by extending the tine of nmaturity of said bonds or

for any other reason, in the judgnent of the authority,

advant ageous to said authority.

(q) Sue and be sued in its own nane.

(h) Borrow nmoney and incur indebtedness and issue

bonds or other evidence of such indebtedness.

(i) Join with one or nore other public corporations

for the purpose of carrying out any of its powers and for that

purpose to contract with such other public corporation or

corporations for the purpose of financing such acquisitions,
31
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construction, and operations. Such contracts nmay provide for

contributions to be made by each party thereto, for the

di vi sion _and apportionnent of the expenses of such

acqui sitions and operations, and for the division and

apportionnent of the benefits, services, and products

therefrom Such contract nmay contain such other and further

covenants and agreenents as nmay be necessary and convenient to

acconplish the purposes hereof.

(3) Areqgional water supply authority is authorized to

devel op, construct, operate, mmintain, or contract for

alternative sources of potable water, including desalinated

wat er, and pipelines to interconnect authority sources and

facilities, either by itself or jointly with a water

managenent district; however, such alternative potable water

sources, facilities, and pipelines my also be privately

devel oped, constructed, owned, operated, and maintained, in

whi ch event an authority and a water nmanagenent district are

aut hori zed to pledge and contribute their funds to reduce the

whol esal e cost _of water from such alternative sources of

potable water supplied by an authority to its nenber

governnents.

(4) When it is found to be in the public interest, for

the public convenience and welfare, for a public benefit, and

necessary for carrying out the purpose of any regional water

supply authority, any state agency, county, water contro

district existing pursuant to chapter 298, water nmanagenent

district existing pursuant to this chapter, nunicipality,

governnental agency, or public corporation in this state

holding title to any interest in land is hereby authorized, in

its discretion, to convey the title to or dedicate |land, title

to which is in such entity, including tax-reverted land, or to
32
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grant use-rights therein, to any reqgional water supply

authority created pursuant to this section. Land granted or

conveyed to such authority shall be for the public purposes of

such authority and nay be nade subject to the condition that

in the event said |land is not so used, or if used and

subsequently its use for said purpose is abandoned, the

interest granted shall cease as to such authority and shal

automatically revert to the granting entity.

(5) Each county or nmunicipality that is a party to an

agreenment pursuant to subsection (1) shall have a preferentia

right to purchase water fromthe regi onal water supply

authority for use by such county or nunicipality.

(6) In carrying out the provisions of this section

any county wherein water is wi thdrawn by the authority shal

not be deprived, directly or indirectly, of the prior right to

the reasonabl e and beneficial use of water which is required

adequately to supply the reasonabl e and beneficial needs of

the county or any of the inhabitants or property owners

t herein.

(7) Upon a resolution adopted by the governing body of

any county or nunicipality, the authority may, subject to a

mpjority vote of its voting nenmbers, include such county or

muni cipality in its regional water supply authority upon such

terns_and conditions as nmay be prescribed.

(8) The authority shall design, construct, operate,

and maintain facilities in the |ocations and at the tinmes

necessary to ensure that an adequate water supply will be

available to all residents within the authority.

(9) Wiere a water supply authority exists pursuant to

this section or s. 373.719 under a voluntary interloca

agreenent _that is consistent with requirenents in s.
33
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373.719(1)(b) and receives or nmaintains consunptive use

permits under this voluntary agreenent consistent with the

wat er _supply plan, if any, adopted by the governing board,

such authority shall be exenpt from consideration by the

governi ng board or departnent of the factors specified in s.

373.223(3)(a)-(g) and the submi ssions required by s.

373.229(3). Such exenptions shall apply only to water sources

within the jurisdictional areas of such voluntary water supply

interlocal agreenents.

373.719 Assistance to west coast reqional water supply

authority. --

(1) 1t is the intent of the lLeqgislature to authorize

the inplenentation of changes in governance recommended by the

West Coast Regional Water Supply Authority in its reports to
the Legislature dated February 1, 1997, and January 5, 1998.

The authority and its menber governnents nmay reconstitute the

authority's governance and renanme the authority under a

voluntary interlocal agreenent with a termof not |ess than 20

vears. The interlocal agreenent nust conply with this

subsection as follows:

(a) The authority and its nenber governnents agree

that cooperative efforts are mandatory to neet their water

needs in a manner _that will provide adeqguate and dependabl e

supplies of water where needed without resulting in adverse

environnental effects upon the areas fromwhich the water is

wi t hdrawn or ot herw se produced.

(b) 1In accordance with s. 4, Art. VIIIl of the State

Constitution and notwithstanding s. 163.01, the interloca

agreenent _may include the following terns, which are

consi dered approved by the parties without a vote of their

el ectors, upon execution of the interlocal agreenent by al
34
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nenber _governnents and upon satisfaction of all conditions

precedent in the interlocal agreenent:

1. Al nmenber governnents shall relinquish to the

authority their individual rights to devel op potable water

supply sources, except as otherw se provided in the interloca

agr eenent .
2. The authority shall be the sole and excl usive

whol esal e potable water supplier for all nenber governnents.

3. The authority shall have the absolute and

unequi vocal obligation to neet the whol esal e needs of the

nenber _governnents for potable water.

4. A nenber governnent may not restrict or prohibit

the use of land within a nenber's jurisdictional boundaries by

the authority for water supply purposes through use of zoning,

| and use, conprehensive planning, or other formof requlation

5. A nmenber governnent may not inpose any tax, fee, or

charge upon the authority in conjunction with the production

or_supply of water not otherw se provided for in the

interlocal agreenent.

6. The authority may use the powers provided in part

|| of chapter 159 for financing and refinancing water

treatnent, production, or transm ssion facilities, including,

but not limted to, desalinization facilities. Al such water

treatnment, production, or transmi ssion facilities are

considered a "manufacturing plant" for purposes of s.

159. 27(5) and serve a paranmpunt public purpose by providing

water to residents of the state.

7. A nenber governnent and any governnental or

guasi -judicial board or conmm ssion established by |oca

ordi nance or_general or special | aw where the governing

nenbership of such board or comm ssion is shared, in whole or
35
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in part, or appointed by a nenber governnent agreeing to be

bound by the interlocal agreenent shall be linmted to the

procedures set forth therein regarding actions that directly

or indirectly restrict or prohibit the use of |ands or other

activities related to the production or supply of water

(c) The authority shall acquire full or |esser

interests in all regionally significant menber government

whol esal e water supply facilities and tangi ble assets and each

nenber _government shall convey such interests in the

facilities and assets to the authority at an agreed val ue.

(d) The authority shall charge a uniform per gallon

whol esal e rate to menber governnents for the whol esale supply

of potable water. All capital, operation, maintenance, and

adm nistrative costs for existing facilities and acquired

facilities, authority master water plan facilities, and other

future projects nust be allocated to nenber governnents based

on water usage at the uniformper gallon wholesale rate.

(e) The interlocal agreenent nmay include procedures

for resolving the parties' differences regardi ng water

managenent district proposed agency action in the water use

pernmitting process within the authority. Such procedures

should mnim ze the potential for litigation and include

alternative dispute resolution. Any governmental or

guasi -judicial board or conm ssion established by |oca

ordi nance or_general or special | aw where the governing

nenbers of such board or conmi ssion is shared, in whole or in

part, or appointed by a nember government, nmay agree to be

bound by the dispute resolution procedures set forth in the

interlocal agreenent.

(f) Upon execution of the voluntary interloca

agreenent provided for herein, the authority shall jointly
36
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devel op with the Southwest Florida Water Managenent District

alternative sources of potable water and transni ssion

pipelines to interconnect regionally significant water supply

sources and facilities of the authority in ampunts sufficient

to neet the needs of all nenber governnents for a period of at

| east 20 vears and for natural systens. Nothing herein,

however, shall preclude the authority and its nenber

governnents from devel oping traditional water sources pursuant

to the voluntary interlocal agreenment. Devel opnent and

construction costs for alternative source facilities, which

may i nclude a desalination facility and significant regiona

i nterconnects, nmust be borne as nmutually agreed to by both the

authority and the Southwest Florida Water Managenment District.

Not hi ng herein shall preclude authority or district cost

sharing with private entities for the construction or

ownership of alternative source facilities. By Decenber 31

1997, the authority and the Southwest Florida Water Managenment

District shall:

1. Enter into a nmutually acceptable agreenent

detailing the devel opnent and inplenentation of directives

contained in this paragraph; or

2. Jointly prepare and submt to the President of the

Senat e _and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a

report describing the progress nmade and inpedi nents

encountered in their attenpts to i nplenent the water resource

devel opnent _and water supply devel opnent directives contai ned

in this paragraph.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to nodify the

rights or responsibilities of the authority or its nenber

governnents, except as otherw se provided herein, or of the
37
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Sout hwest Fl ori da Water Managenent District or the departnent

pursuant to this chapter or chapter 403 and as otherw se set

forth by statutes.

(d)  Unless otherwise provided in the interloca

agreenent, the authority shall be governed by a board of

commi ssioners consisting of nine voting nenbers, all of whom

nust be elected officers, as follows:

1. Three nmenbers from Hillsborough County who nust be

sel ected by the county conmi ssion; provided, however, that one

nenber _shall be selected by the Mayor of Tanpa in the event

that the City of Tanpa elects to be a nenber of the authority;

2. Three nmenbers from Pasco County, two of whom nust

be selected by the county commi ssion and one of whom nust be

selected by the City Council of New Port Richey;

3. Three nenbers fromPinellas County, two of whom

nust be sel ected by the county commi ssion and one of whom nust

be selected by the City Council of St. Petersburg.

Except as otherwi se provided in this section or in the

voluntary interlocal agreenent between the nenber governnents,

a mpjority vote shall bind the authority and its nenber

governnents in all matters relating to the funding of

whol esal e water supply, production, delivery, and related

activities.

(2) The provisions of this section supersede any

conflicting provisions contained in all other general or

special | aws or provisions thereof as they may apply directly

or indirectly to the exclusivity of water supply or withdrawa

of water, including provisions relating to the environnenta

effects, if any, in conjunction with the production and supply

of potable water, and the provisions of this section are
38
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1| intended to be a conplete revision of all laws related to a

2| regional water supply authority created under s. 373.717 and

3| this section.

4 (3) The authority shall prepare its annual budget in

5| the same manner as prescribed for the preparation of basin

6| budgets, but such authority budget shall not be subject to

7| review by the respective basin boards or by the governing

8| board of the district.

9 (4) The annual nillage for the authority shall be the
10| anmpbunt required to raise the anount called for by the annua
11| budget when applied to the total assessnent on all taxable
12| property within the limts of the authority, as determ ned for
13| county taxing purposes.

14 (5) The authority nmay, by resolution, request the

15| governing board of the district to |levy ad val oremtaxes

16| within the boundaries of the authority. Upon receipt of such
17| request, together with formal certification of the adoption of
18| its annual budget and of the required tax levy, the authority
19| tax levy shall be nmade by the governing board of the district
20| to finance authority functions.

21 (6) The taxes provided for in this section shall be

22| extended by the property appraiser on the county tax roll in
23| each county within, or partly within, the authority boundaries
24| and shall be collected by the tax collector in the sane manner
25| and tine as county taxes, and the proceeds therefrompaid to
26| the district which shall forthwith pay them over to the

27| authority. Until paid, such taxes shall be a lien on the

28| property against which assessed and enforceable in |ike manner
29| as county taxes. The property appraisers, tax collectors, and
30| clerks of the circuit court of the respective counties shal

31| be entitled to conpensation for services performed in

39
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connection with such taxes at the sane rates as apply to

county taxes.

(7) The governing board of the district shall not be

responsible for any actions or |lack of actions by the

authority.
Section 2. Subsection (12) of section 120.52, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

120.52 Definitions.--As used in this act:

(12) "Party" neans:

(a) Specifically naned persons whose substantia
interests are being deternmined in the proceeding.

(b) Any other person who, as a matter of
constitutional right, provision of statute, or provision of
agency regulation, is entitled to participate in